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Sudden Clostridial Deaths on Crops 
 

Over recent weeks we have dealt with several cases of sudden deaths, in one or two year old cattle 
grazing crops. In most cases the deaths appear to have been caused by clostridials. Some of these 
cattle had been vaccinated with 5in1 but deaths were probably caused by Clostridium Sordellii, which 
is not included in 5in1 vaccine (but is in 10in1 vaccine). 
If you are likely to graze cattle on winter crops or fodder beet, best practice is to vaccinate twice four 
weeks apart with 10in1 Clostridial vaccine. While this vaccine is more expensive than 5in1 (Covexin 
10in1 costs $1.17 a dose, while Ultravac 5in1 costs $0.56 a dose.) Given the current value of cattle 
ensuring you have the widest protection possible makes a lot of sense. 
 

In one case of deaths, although clostridials were suspected at first, the deaths in weaners were      
actually caused by bloat. Occasionally especially after heavy frosts we do see bloat in cattle being 
break fed kale/swedes or turnips. Problems occur even when one would think feed intakes were too 
limited to allow bloating to occur. Normally the problem can be solved by feeding the cattle more 
roughage (hay / balage) to improve rumen fill. 

What is the Magnesium Status of your Beef Cows?? 
 

A long cold winter means there is not a lot of ‘cow tucker’ remaining on many hill country farms. If this is the 

case on your property the magnesium status of your cows may be of concern. 
 

Fresh, green spring grass generally has low magnesium levels and cows grazing such grass can be at risk from 

milk fever and grass staggers due to low blood magnesium. 
 

Blood testing a few older cows can be a very good management tool for  assessing the ‘staggers r isk’ on 

your property. 
 

Where saved calving feed is not available other options for magnesium supplementation such as: 

 Magnesium bullets 

 Magnesium loose salt licks 

 Dusting of hay / pasture with mag oxide 

-can be considered if blood testing results highlight low magnesium 

issues. 
 

Note—low magnesium is not just about dead cows, as dairy farmers are 

very aware a lack of magnesium will also reduce milk production. For 

the beef cow the result of this can be reduced autumn weaner weaning 

weights. 

Spring Cattle Drenches 
 

There are a vast array of products on the market for 
drenching cattle, including orals, pour-ons and injections; 
single actions and combinations. Which product is best 
suited to your individual situation will depend on: 

1) The age of your cattle 
2) Facilities available to handle cattle 
3) Cattle stocking rates and expected worm 

challenges 
4) Drench resistance issues 
 

Contact the clinic to discuss your individual cattle drench 
requirements. 

Sheep Measles Time 
 

This is the time of the year when dogs are most likely to 

scavenge and pick up sheep measles which they will 

then spread back to new seasons lambs. 
 

If you have had problems with sheep measles or just 

don’t want a problem, from now until Christmas is a 

very good time to move to monthly dog dosing.  This 

will ensure all sheep measle infective stages picked up 

by dogs are killed off before shedding back to sheep can 

occur. 
 

Contact the Clinic to discuss your dog  

dosing requirements. 



The Back Pew 
 

The pastor's wife was expecting a baby, so he 

stood before the congregation and asked for a 

raise. After much discussion, they passed a rule 

that whenever the pastor's family expanded; so would his pay check. After 6 children, this started to get expensive and 

the congregation decided to hold another meeting to discuss the pastor's expanding salary. A great deal of yelling and 

inner bickering ensued, as to how much the pastor's additional children were costing the church, and how much more it 

could potentially cost. After listening to them for about an hour, the pastor rose from his chair and spoke, "Children are a 

gift from God, and we will take as many gifts as He gives us." 

Silence fell over the congregation. In the back pew, a little old lady struggled to stand, and finally said in her frail voice, 

"Rain is also a gift from God, but when we get too much of it, we wear rubber boots." 

The entire congregation said, "Amen." 

 

After Hours Vet 
 

Emergencies:    Phone 06 322 8058 

Shop Hours:     8am to 5pm,  Monday to Fr iday 

Email: huntervillevetclub@xtra.co.nz 

Website:   www.huntervillevetclub.co.nz     

Indian Doctor 
   

An Indian Doctor can't find a job in a Hospital in the US, so he 
opens a clinic and puts a sign outside 'GET TREATMENT FOR 
$20 - IF NOT CURED GET BACK $100.' 
 

An American lawyer thinks this is a great opportunity to earn 
$100 and goes to the clinic... 
Lawyer: "I have lost my sense of taste." 
Indian: "Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 22 and put 3 
drops in patient's mouth." 
Lawyer: "Ugh... this is kerosene." 
Indian: "Congrats, your sense of taste is restored. Give me 
$20." 
The annoyed lawyer goes back after a few days to recover his 
money... 
Lawyer: "I have lost my memory. I cannot remember          
anything." 
Indian: "Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 22 and put 3 
drops in his mouth." 
Lawyer (annoyed): "This is kerosene. You gave this to me last 
time for restoring my taste." 
Indian: "Congrats. You got your memory back. Give me $20." 
The fuming lawyer pays him, and then comes back a week 
later determined to get back $100. 
Lawyer: "My eyesight has become very weak I can't see at all." 
Indian: "Well, I don't have any medicine for that, so take this 
$100." 
Lawyer (staring at the note): "But this is $20, not $100!!" 
Indian: "Congrats, your eyesight is restored. Give me $20" 

                    to Lucy Russell 
 

Many of you will have spotted Lucy around the Clinic by now. Since graduating Lucy has worked in a busy small 

animal practice in Wellington and has now decided she would like to treat some ‘real’ dogs!! We would like to 

welcome Lucy and her partner Ben and baby Daniel to Hunterville. 

Check That Scratching 
 

After last seasons dramas with scabby mouth vaccine failures, both 

vaccine manufacturers are advising farmers to check for vaccine 

takes, 10 to 14 days after vaccination. At this time a prominent scab 

should be apparent where the lamb was scratched. 
 

There should be no problems provided: 

 Scabby vaccine is looked after and refrigerated. 

 The skin is properly broken at scratching and a drop of 

vaccine infuses the broken skin. 
 

Make sure your scratchers have good technique this docking. 

Pre-Mating Heat Recording— 

MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER 
 

We fully expect most dairy farmers to be minimising expenditure 

on reproduction this mating. While this may be justifiable on some 

farms, on all dairy farms it will be more important than ever to   

ensure premating heat recording is right up to scratch, and excellent 

heat detection occurs over mating. 
 

Come the start of mating you need to know just how your herd’s 

reproductive performance is tracking. If intervention is required in 

some cows at least you will know where best to spend your money 

and can target early intervention which gives the greatest economic 

response. 
 

Inseminating cows that are not in heat is also an expensive waste so 

ensure your staff are right up to scratch when it comes to heat    

detection and have good systems for heat detection place. 
 

Finally DO NOT scrimp on bull power. Trying to save money in 

this area makes very little sense. It may be possible to source 

cheaper bulls but always ensure: 

 You purchase sufficient bulls. 

 Bulls are well grown and big enough for the job. 

 Bulls are in good order and fertile. 

 Bulls are disease free (especially BVD and EBL) and       

vaccinated for BVD and lepto. 

Don’t forget… 
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