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I recently carried out post mortem examinations on a number of ewes 3/4 weeks off lambing that had been found dead.
The examination discounted the likeliest causes of death at this time of the year—milk fever, salmonella, sleepy sickness,
etc.
On questioning the owner it was revealed that the property had received a good dressing of superphosphate and lime
about 2 weeks previously. In some paddocks grass covers had been quite good—2—3 inches—and the fertilizer had been
applied early in the morning when the grass was still very damp. With this history and the post mortem examination
findings, a diagnosis of Superphosphate poisoning was made.
When Superphosphate is applied to deep grass with some length to it a slurry is formed on the leaf which will remain there
for days if rain does not occur. Sheep / cattle will accumulate fluoride, an element in Superphosphate which causes
kidney damage and eventual failure.
You can avoid this problem by:

Ensuring top dressing pastures are not grazed by stock until 2.5mm of rain has fallen (not always predictable).

Ensuring Superphosphate is applied to dry grass, or to areas where stock are grazing or have to graze in the near
future it is applied later in the day when the grass is dry.

Using granular fertilisers such as DAP that fall through the sward (although poisoning can occur with DAP when it is
applied where covers are very short).
This is not an infrequent event and I believe it often goes unrecorded when only a few ewes die over several days.
Some of you may recall a report in a previous newsletter 3 or 4 years ago when I managed to kill 40 odd of my own
ewes in this way!!!

Once A Day Milking of Dairy Heifers
How well grown are your heifers this year?? Have they
attained the same frame size as the cows?? If they
haven’t and are smaller than what is optimum we know
that these heifers are prime candidates for losing a lot of
weight in early lactation, not cycling, failing to get in calf
and under performing for the season.
I recently read an interesting article arguing that under
grown heifers should be milked once a day right from
calving until the end of mating. While they may produce
less milk over this initial period, they will also lose
significantly less weight and continue to grow out, cycle
earlier, get back in calf, and be in good order to milk on
and perform after Christmas.
Heifers don’t need to be in a separate mob, just cup them
once a day as they come through the shed. They should
also only be milked once a day while in the colostrum
mob from as soon after calving as possible (just ensure
they milk out properly). If you have a large variance in
the quality of your heifers you could pick out candidates
pre calving for once a day milking.
To me this type of proactive practise makes sense and
certainly would be likely to give a much better result than
putting skinny heifers on once a day once the ‘S..T’ has
hit the fan (which is akin to shutting the stable door once
the horse has bolted).

How wormy are your ewes? Do they need pre-lamb
drenching or capsules / injections? To assist with making
these decisions why not faecal egg count your ewe /
2.2th flocks. This information along with accurately knowing the body condition of
your ewe flock and likely
feeding levels will allow you
to make the best possible
decisions around pre-lamb
drenching programmes.
Cecil Smith is on his deathbed, and knows the end is near. The nurse,
his wife, his daughter and 2 sons, are with him at his bedside.
So"
"
, he says to them feebly: "
Bernie, I want you to take the Glebe
houses. Sybil, take the apartments over in Balmain. Jamie, I want
you to take the offices over in the City Centre. Sarah, my dear wife,
please take all the residential buildings in North Sydney."
The nurse is visibly impressed by all this . As Cecil slips quietly away,
she says , "
Mrs. Smith, your husband must
have been a very successful, hard working
man to have accumulated all that property"
.
Sarah replies curtly, "
Property!! ..........
The bugger's got a Paper Run!"

Fodder Beet Field Day
For those of you who didn’t make it to this field day you missed out on an excellent opportunity to get an insight into a
crop that offers huge potential when well managed.
While it is undoubtedly expensive to grow on a per hectare basis, the quantity and quality of the feed grown can make it
an extremely high quality, low cost feed source which has the ability to really make animals perform. (Growth rates in
steers of 1.5 to 2kgs / day being achievable, or adding significant condition
to dairy cows.)
Many farmers are growing fodder beet for around 10-15 cents per kg of dry
matter as opposed to hay, silage, baylage or grain / Pk which are all
currently worth 30 c / kg or more.
If you have cultivatable country, fodder beet may have something to offer
you if you feel like a little challenge and want to boost your bottom line.
The big take home message from the day was—to be a success, you need
to grow a good crop and feed it correctly. This means getting the best
advice available from experts who know what they are doing.

My wife found out that our dog (a Schnauzer) could hardly hear, so she took it to the veterinarian. The vet found that
the problem was hair in the dog's ears. He cleaned both ears, and the dog could then hear fine.
The vet then proceeded to tell Andrea that, if she wanted to keep this from recurring, she should go to the store and get
some "Nair" hair remover and rub it in the dog's ears once a month.
Andrea went to the store and bought some "Nair" hair remover.
At the register, the pharmacist told her, "If you're going to use this
under your arms, don't use deodorant for a few days."
Andrea said, "I'm not using it under my arms."
The pharmacist said, "If you're using it on your legs, don't use body
lotion for a couple of days."
Andrea replied, "I'm not using it on my legs either. If you must know,
I'm using it on my Schnauzer."
The pharmacist said, "Well, stay off your bicycle for at least a week."

I didn’t know that…

Under work and safety legislation we are responsible
for ensuring the safety of our veterinarians while on
the job. This means the facilities they use—cattle
yards, cat walks, head bails, etc, must be safe!!! If
your facilities fail to meet these standards can you
please carry out some R and M. I have informed our
staff that they must not work in facilities where
their safety is compromised. I will contact farmers
to address these safety concerns if problems arise.

P.S. Safe facilities that work well should also
ensure a faster job which reduces our charges and
your costs!!

* Coca-Cola was originally green.
* It is impossible to lick your elbow.
* Honey is the only food that doesn’t spoil.
* Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented. It
was ruled 'Gentlemen Only....Ladies Forbidden'...and thus the
word GOLF entered into the English language.
* The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time
TV were Fred and Wilma Flintstone.
* Men can read smaller print than women can; women can
hear better.
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